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criticism of others, yet always ready to combat
any judgment unfavourable to himself. Never
weary of argument, he thought that by its means,
conducted on lines of reason, all questions might
be finally settled, all problems satisfactorily and
speedily solved. Hence the fascination he pos-
sessed for those in doubt and distress of mind.

*

Cool rather than cold-hearted, he had a certain
benignity of nature which, joined to intellectual
exaltation, passed as warmth and fervour. His
kindness was very great to young men at the
"storm and stress" period of their lives. They
for their part thought that, as he was delighted to
enter into, discuss and analyse their difficulties, he
must, himself, have felt all these difficulties and
have overcome them ; and, whether they followed
his proffered advice or not, they never failed to
look up to him as an oracle.

Friendships Godwin had, but of love he seems
to have kept absolutely clear until at the age of
forty-three ho met Mary Wollstonecraft. He had
not much believed in love as a disturbing element,
and had openly avowed in his writings that he
thought it usurped far too large a place in the
ordinary plan of human life. He did not think
it needful to reckon with passion or emotion as
factors in the sum of existence, and in his Ideal
programme they played no part at all.

M'ury Wollstonecraft was in  all  respects his